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Leonardo da Vinci was born in 1452  
(over 500 years ago) in Vinci, Italy.
His name means “Leonardo from 

Vinci.”



What was happening during this time in 
Italy?

The Renaissance, or rebirth of ideas



It was a time when people all over 
Europe  

were becoming interested in art.

They wanted their cities, houses, 
and churches 

to be filled with beautiful statues and 
paintings.



Leonardo’s father was a notary, or 
lawyer.

His mother was the daughter of a 
good peasant family. 

This was the house he was born in.



As a boy, Leonardo loved to draw 
plants, insects, flowers, animals and 
birds. He drew what he saw in the 

countryside near his home.



One day, Leonardo’s father showed 
the drawings to Verrocchio, a leading 

painter and sculptor in Florence.
Verrocchio thought Leonardo 

showed talent.



At 17, Leonardo became an 
apprentice to Verrocchio in Florence.

He had to run errands, sweep the 
floor, clean the paintbrushes, and mix 

the paint and varnish.



By 20, Leonardo was a master craftsman 
and could paint as well as his teacher.

He learned a lot from Verrocchio, 
including painting, sculpture, 

goldsmithery, music, engineering, 
and geometry.



This is the earliest known drawing 
of Leonardo’s work. He was 21.



It was the custom of the time that a 
number of artists would work together 

on a painting.

The master would start the project, 
then instruct his students or 

apprentices how to finish it so he 
could go on to something else.



Leonardo 
worked on

Verrocchio’s
Baptism of 

Christ.
Everyone 

thought his 
part was 
the best.

What was 
his part?



His angel was more realistic and had 
shadows.

He used a new technique called 
sfumato (“smoky”): smudging or 
blending into the background.



Verrocchio had Leonardo model for 
his statue of David.

Some think Leonardo looked like 
this as a young man.



This may 
also be 

Leonardo in 
Verrocchio’s 

painting.
He was 

described as 
beautiful, 

graceful and 
well- 

proportioned.



Leonardo painted the angel and the 
background and Verrocchio the rest. 
He studied bird drawings to make the 

wings more realistic.



Leonardo did not use lead-based 
paint, unlike Verrocchio.  

Historians think that he may be 
leaving some message. Leonardo  
was known for hiding messages 

inside his paintings. 



Leonardo was able to join a guild in 
Florence, since he had become a 

master.
Florence was the center of the 

Renaissance.



At this time in Italy, important people 
held tournaments and festivals with 

huge plays.
The artists made the masks, 

costumes and sets for the plays.
The scenery was constructed 

outside and often moved with rope 
and pulley systems, trapdoors, 
machinery and special effects.

Leonardo’s Astronomy 



Leonardo made a moving 
apparatus of the planets revolving 

around the sun. He studied 
hydraulics, engineering and 

astronomy in order to build it.

He was one of the few of that time 
to believe the sun did not move.



These apparatuses were destroyed, 
but we do have the evidence in 

Leonardo’s notebooks.



Leonardo drew hundreds of 
inventions in his notebooks, 
including a bicycle, a flying 

machine, a parachute, a movable 
bridge, engines driven by water 

power and tunnels through 
mountains. 

He designed modern devices that 
wouldn’t be developed for centuries: 

cars, engines, airplanes, etc.

Leonardo’s Inventions



Crossbow machine



Flying 
machine



Parachute



Ornithopter (flying machine with 
flapping wings)



Water-lifting device with rope and pulley



Flying Machine







Aerial Screw (Helicopter)





Self-Propelled Cart 



 Leonardo was a talented musician 
and played the lyre. He made a 

silver lyre in the shape of a horse’s 
head.

 The Medici, the ruling family of 
Florence, sent Leonardo to Milan to 

give it to the Duke of Milan.



Leonardo and others began to think 
of art as a science to accurately 
represent reality. They sought a 

mathematical formula for beauty.

Leonardo’s Perfect 
Proportions



“Know the proportions in human 
beings and other animals and learn 

the forms of all things on the 
Earth. The more you know, the 

better you will paint.”
Leonardo da Vinci







Leonardo made many grotesques 
(distorted image of a person, like a 
caricature) and sketches of people. 
He often used red chalk on paper. 

In his portraits, he was interested in 
drawing perfect facial proportions.

Leonardo’s Portrait 
Drawings

























In 1482, Leonardo moved to Milan 
to serve as court artist for Ludovico 

Sforza, the Duke of Milan. He 
stayed there for 7 years.



He had servants and horses, which 
he trained with great patience. He 
became a vegetarian (which was 

not common then).

Often he would pass by the 
markets where birds were being 

sold and pay to free them.



Leonardo often drew horses.
The horse was the symbol of the 

Sforza family.



He sculpted a giant horse out of 
clay that was 24 feet high. It was 

the first time a huge bronze horse 
would be made in one piece.

Leonardo’s Giant Horse

When he was ready to cover the 
large mould with bronze, the Milan 

army confiscated the metal to 
make weapons for war.



Preliminary drawings of the horse



This is what it would have looked 
like.



Leonardo’s 
handwriting in 

all his 
notebooks is 

written in 
mirror image.

Why?





He was left handed and maybe did not 
want to smudge his work. Being a lefty 
was unusual for his time. People were 
superstitious, and left was considered 

incorrect.

Leonardo’s Reverse 

He did not want people to steal his 
ideas, especially the Roman Catholic 

Church who’s teachings did not 
always agree with science.



Leonardo left a 
secret message on 

one of his 
notebooks. Can you 

read it?

Lake Highland 
rocks



Leonardo wrote volumes of 
notebooks about all his projects and 
details of everyday life (like grocery 

lists and bills). He carried it tied to his 
waist, so it was always available.

Leonardo’s Notebooks



In total, there were over 7,000 
pages. 

They would not be published for 
another 400 years after his death.



Milan was at war with various city-
states, France, and Spain. The Duke 
of Milan wanted Leonardo to invent 

war machines.
Leonardo was a gentle, war-hating 

person, but he did so. Some 
machines looked like they would 

work, others not at all.

You vote......

Leonardo’s War 



Suit of 
Armor



Scythed Chariots



Giant Crossbow



Machine Gun



Catapult



Tanks



Wall Defense



Siege Weapon





While in Milan, Leonardo made 
scientific studies of the human body 
using corpses. He drew the bones, 
tendons and other body parts, and 
also understood the circulation of 

blood in the body.
His drawings are considered the first 

accurate drawings of human 
anatomy.

Scientific Studies

















Leonardo was a perfectionist. 
Often he left his work unfinished. 
Maybe they were not the works of 
art in the perfect way he imagined 

them.





In order to accurately represent 
reality, Leonardo and others began 
to think of art as a science. They 
tried to find the mathematical 

Leonardo’s Paintings



In the Benois 
Madonna, 

Leonardo was 
the first to 
paint Mary 

smiling with 
baby Jesus.



Ginevra de 
Benci was a 

wealthy 
woman in 
Florence. 
Leonardo 

used smooth 
brushstrokes 
and a realistic 
background.



It is uncertain 
who the 

Portrait of a 
Musician is. 
We do know 
he is holding 

a musical 
score.



Leonardo 
never finished 
St. Jerome. At 
some point 
the painting 

was cut in two 
and later put 

back together.



The Adoration of 
the Magi was not 

finished when 
Leonardo moved 
to Milan. It was 
thought to be 

too controversial 
with images of 

starving people, 
and it was put in 

storage.



Virgin of the 
Rocks

is a perfect 
example of 
Leonardo’s 

sfumato and 
the first time 

figures looked 
three-

dimensional.



This is a sketch 
done with 

charcoal and 
black and white 
chalk on eight 
sheets of paper 
glued together. 

It was a 
preliminary 
sketch for a 

painting which 
he never 
created.



Infrared 
technology 
revealed a 
7 x 4 inch 

drawing of a 
horse’s head 
and half a 

skull on the 
flip side of 
this work. 



La Bella 
Principessa 

(The Beautiful 
Princess) is 

the portrait of 
a fashionable 

Milanese 
woman, 

probably in 
the court at 

Milan.



It is argued 
whether that 
painting is a 
true da Vinci. 
But scientists 

found his 
fingerprint on 
the top left of 
the painting.



This was 
Leonardo’s 

last painting. 
It is believed 
that the cross 
and the wool 
skins were 

added later by 
another 
painter.



This was 
found in 2008 
and may have 

been 
Leonardo’s 

self portrait.



The Battle of Anghiari is known as the Lost 
Leonardo. It is hidden behind another beautiful 
fresco in the Palazzo Vecchio, Florence. This is 

what is seen from x-rays.



Leonardo decided to put all his ideas 
of harmony in this painting. He 

developed a technique of brushing 
paint directly into the wall of the 

monastery in Milan.

Leonardo’s Last Supper



This is one of many sketches.



This fresco shows Jesus and his 
disciples with a feeling of 

movement at the last supper. 
Previous ones were static. 



His perspective was centered 
mathematically.



Unfortunately, the paint is chipping off, 
as Leonardo used the wrong blend of 
paint (he was always experimenting).



Leonardo drew the Vitruvian Man 
named after a famous Roman architect. 

We are not sure who posed for the 
perfectly proportioned man, as 

Leonardo would have been about 40 at 
the time and looked similar to this. 

Leonardo’s Vitruvian Man



The 
original is 

in the 
Galleria 

Academia 
in Venice.



This legendary painting is in the 
Louvre in Paris. What is so special 

about it, and why would it be insured 
at roughly $720 million? 

Leonardo’s Mona Lisa



Mona Lisa’s real name is Lisa del 
Gioconda. Her husband was a wealthy 
merchant from Florence and wanted a 
portrait of her so he asked Leonardo 

who said yes right away.
It took him 3 years to paint her, and 
he would work intensely for days and 
then show up at inconvenient times 
just to add a couple of strokes. He 

used hundreds of layers of 
transparent paint and his sfumato 

technique.



He made 
sketches and 
drawings of 

many details, 
measuring to 
make sure his 
proportions 
were right.



It is said he 
filled the 

house with 
musicians and 

acrobats to 
amuse her 
and change 
her “sad” 

expression. 
!

Is she smiling?



The 
background is 
said to look 

part fairy tale/ 
part science 

fiction. At this 
time in his life 
he may have 
been more 

interested in his 
notebooks and 

inventions.
!



It is said that Mona Lisa’s eyes 
always follow you, no matter 

where you stand. Notice she has 
no eyebrows, but instead heavy 

lids on the top and bottom.



Most likely it is special because it 
means something different to each 

person who sees it. She can be tender 
and beautiful or cold and strange.

Leonardo was enthralled with the 
painting and never gave it to the 
wealthy merchant who paid for it. 
Instead he kept it and worked on it 

for the rest of his life.



These may be the true faces of 
Leonardo, as researched by a leading 

Dutch portrait artist.



Leonardo was summoned to Rome 
in 1513 by Pope Leo X to work in 

the Vatican with artists 
Michelangelo and Raphael.

Francis I, King of France, who had just 
recaptured Milan for France met with 

Pope Leo X. Leonardo was present and 
the king wanted Leonardo to make him 

a mechanical lion which could walk 
forward and open its chest to reveal a 

cluster of lilies.



In1516, Leonardo entered the French king’s 
service and lived here in France, near the 
King. He spent the last 3 years of his life 

here at Clos Luce.



When Leonardo died in 1519, 
legend states King Francis held him 

in his arms.



Leonardo 
da Vinci

Engineer & Architect

Painter & Sculptor

Mathematician & Scientist
Musician & Writer

Anatomist & Botanist



Polymath or
Renaissance Man

GENIUS




















